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Season’s greetings to all our alumnae. We hope you and your
loved ones are staying well, and that you are looking forward
to Christmas. In school, students and staff have been enjoying
all the usual festivities - Christmas Jumper Day (with donations
going to Save the Children), our Prep Nativity (‘The Angel Who
Nearly Missed It All!’) and Christmas Concert, and, of course,
Christmas lunch with all the trimmings!

INSPIRING
JOURNEYS

Last year we invited you to join us for our annual Christmas
Carol Concert, which was held virtually. As we write this, we are
very much hoping the event can go ahead in person this year
at our usual venue, Holy Trinity Church. However, due to the
uncertain times, we cannot say for definite whether the concert
will go ahead and have not, therefore, been able to extend the
invitation beyond current students and their families. We hope
things will be different next year and look forward to welcoming
you back for this and other events.
What we have been able to do this term is tentatively step back
into holding some reunions (more on pages 6 & 7). We hope to
hold more of these in 2022, so please ensure we have your latest
contact information and look out for details in due course.

Access a digital
copy here - https://
bit.ly/3pZ4Pfd - or
email alumnae@
kingsleyschool.co.uk for
a paper copy!

In the meantime, we hope you enjoy catching up on all of the
latest news from our fabulous alumnae community.
With our very best wishes from all at The Kingsley School

STORIES FROM KINGSLEY ALUMNAE, JUNE 2021

The beautiful painting of the robin above was produced by Year 7 student,
Natasha, and is featured on our Christmas card this year.

Keep in touch...

e: alumnae@kingsleyschool.co.uk

COMPILED BY SARAH BENNETT

e: @kingsleyalumnae

@thekingsleyschoolalumnae
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KATE OSBORNE [SHAW, 1966]
I studied at Bedford College of PE and became a teacher.
Before retiring, I was Head of Department at Arden Lawn
School. My memories of Kingsley include abseiling from
the top floor of the main school during a fire drill - not
something we’d be allowed to do today! Our school trip
to Italy with Miss Elkington (in about 1965) was superb and
cemented my love of all things Italian.

GILLIAN HAYTER [WARD, 1987]
I completed my Officer training at RAF Cranwell before
commencing my specialist air traffic control course. I
spent 21 years in the RAF working all over the UK and four
months in the Falkland Islands. During my time I was lucky
to attend a number of official events including leading
the WRAF contingent at the Remembrance Sunday
parade at Edinburgh Castle and as an Escort Officer at
the Westminster Abbey parade. My last tour of duty was
as the RAF Exchange Officer at RNAS Yeovilton working
alongside the Royal Navy controllers. I left the RAF in 2007
and transferred to the Royal Naval Reserves before being
accepted to NATS (National Air Traffic Services). I have
been a Civil Air Traffic Controller now for 10 years and
I’m currently Senior Air Traffic Controller and Examiner at
Bournemouth Airport.

YASMIN HARRISON [CHALABI, 1976]
I started my career at Harrods Bank. My father
wanted me to remain a bank clerk, but I
desperately wanted to fly! My flying career
spanned over 34 years, flying with Dan Air, British
Midland and British Airways. I’ve travelled the world,
flown many aircraft, and trained and managed
cabin crew and pilots. I became an internal
auditor and an accident investigator, getting lots
of procedures changed with the Civil Aviation
Authority. After I finished flying I was offered a parttime position at the famous Repton School, where I
worked for nine years as Relief Matron in two of the
girls’ boarding houses and one of the boys’ houses.
I boarded at Kingsley, so it was fun being back in
the boarding life. I did tell the boarders not to try
any tricks because I already knew them all! I retired
last October, as did my pilot husband, and we are
waiting for restrictions to lift so that we can travel
more. We have one daughter, Alana; she lives in
NYC and we visit her often. I have very many fond
memories of Kingsley and I’m still in touch with all 11
of my friends.
Yasmin organised the recent alumnae visit for The
Kingsley Singers (more on page 6).

VALERIE CLIFFORD [LEWIS, 1986]
After leaving Kingsley, I studied Commerce with Accounting at the University of Birmingham before starting a career
in business. I have been living in Melbourne, Australia, since 2000, working as a Partner at professional services
firm PwC. The last two years have of course been extraordinary, but saw the highlight of my twins graduating from
school and getting places at Melbourne University to study Engineering and Medicine. With one more son left at
school, I now have a bit more time for pastimes of my own such as tennis, golf and working on our hobby farm one
hour south of Melbourne. And proving that you are never too old to learn, I took up the piano two years ago and I’m
about to take my grade 1 exam - aged 54!
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LUCY HUGHES [WHITTAKER,

DEB STARKINGS

I left Kingsley in 1978 to study
Physiotherapy at St Thomas’
Hospital, London. I am thrilled
to have become a Grandma.
We celebrated the births of two
lockdown babies last summer - to
my son, a little boy, Sebastian, and
my daughter, a little girl, Nuala
(she joins her older sister, Cora,
aged 3). They are a handful but
keep me on my toes and are a joy
to have around.

I studied Geography
after leaving Kingsley
and spent 20 years
working as a Chartered
Town Planner and
Environmental
Consultant. I later
retrained to become an
Occupational Therapist
and now work with
children as a Specialist
Occupational Therapist.

1978]

[1992]

LAUREN WOOD [2018]
CHARLOTTE CLULEE [2015]
I left Kingsley in 2015 to study Languages
(Russian, Spanish and Catalan) at the University
of Sheffield. From January to June 2020, I
worked as a volunteer at a refugee shelter in
northern Mexico (Casa del Migrante Saltillo),
which cared primarily for Honduran refugees,
as well as those from other Central and South
American nations, whose intentions were to
either seek asylum in Mexico or push onwards
towards the US. It was hands down the most
challenging role I have ever undertaken, both
in a linguistic and an emotional sense. I met
some remarkable people and was continually
astounded by their bravery and stoicism, and
incredible kindness despite the unimaginable
suffering they had endured. Many of them
became good friends of mine, and I love
keeping in touch with them and hearing about
how they are settling into Mexican or American
life.

I’m currently studying at Nottingham Trent University and on
track to receive a 1st in Property Finance & Investment after
carrying out a year-long placement at Prologis (the biggest
industrial real estate developer in the world).

RACHEL HORTON-BARR [2001]
I work as a Community Support Officer for West Midlands
Police. I represented the West Midlands Police show jumping
team at Royal Windsor, winning the services trophy and
being presented by the Queen twice. I have a 16-yearold son who has represented England in the equestrian
disciplines Polocrosse and Mounted Games.

VICTORIA MILES [2015]
I’m a Nutritional Writer and Student Dietitian. I studied
Nutrition with Food Consumer Sciences (complete) and
Dietetics (final year) at The University of Reading, and was the
Ecotrophelia Bronze award winner in 2019.

You can read more about Valerie’s career journey in our Inspiring Journeys booklet: https://bit.ly/3pZ4Pfd

EVIE NAIRNE [2017]
LUCINDA BELL [2007], IMOGEN PARKER
[2012] & HOLLY SHUTTLEWORTH [2013]
Earlier this year, a number of our alumnae including Lucinda, Imogen and Holly - kindly gave
up their time to talk to Year 12 students about their
lives at Kingsley and beyond. Lucinda, who studied
Fashion Design at UCLAN, now works as a Chief
Stewardess on a private yacht. Imogen completed
a Drama degree and then converted to Law. She is
a solicitor at Blandy & Blandy LLP. Holly did a BA in
Business Management at Newcastle University and
works in the aviation sector as a Strategic Business
Development Project Manager for Babcock
International Group.

I remember my time at Kingsley very fondly. It was such a happy school
filled with smiles, opportunities and, most of all, encouragement. I began my
journey there in 2010, starting as a little Year 7. My love of performing arts and
leadership was championed though the countless theatre shows, concerts
and my time as Head Girl. I have to thank all the staff for these memories,
particularly the Performing Arts Department - with special mention to Mr
Smith (Music), Mrs Walton (Drama) and Mrs Morley (Singing Teacher). After
leaving Kingsley I ventured to London to pursue my path in the creative
industries. Gaining my degree in Fashion at Ravensbourne has allowed me
to work in multiple roles within the fashion industry. Notably, dressing named
talents on editorial shoots, music videos and live performances, including
Lily Allen - who I remember listening to and admiring during my years at
school. More recently I have moved over to costume styling for TV and film
productions, working on sets produced for Netflix and the BBC. This has given
me a lot of joy as it’s combined my love of fashion with my original dream of
working within the performing arts. Thank you Kingsley for moulding me and
my path so far!
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ABI O’MEARA [2017]
During my last two years of school I was battling some health issues.
I wasn’t attending or even applying for universities like the majority
of my peers. Following Sixth Form, I decided that work was for me
and got a little job in a country pub, which was the making of me.
After having a couple of jobs in various roles, I decided to look for
something to give me more of a career. Horses and riding have
always been passions of mine and I competed for Kingsley during
my time in the Senior School. After one of my horses experienced
severe health issues and behavioural changes, I decided I wanted
to go down the route of equine massage and rehabilitation. I found
the perfect course that I could do alongside my full time job and,
following a few years of study, I’m now a fully qualified Equine
Massage and Rehabilitation Therapist. I’m super proud of myself and
slowly expanding my client base!

SUE WOMPHREY-KAY
[WOMPHREY, 1986]

MARY GRIFFIN [ELKINGTON, 08/1925-01/2021]

SARAH MOSS [CUNNINGHAM, 1978]
I studied Physiotherapy and did a postgraduate course in
Occupational Health, and now work as a Chartered Physiotherapist.
Married twice with three grown-up children, two step-children
and two dogs. I love all sport, gardening and socialising, and I’m
involved in leadership at my church.

LOUISE ROGERS [1978]
Following a long career in Retail Management, I now work as a
Mission Support Worker. I’m also a keen artist. This year I launched
my cottage industry, LYRA Designs, selling greeting cards featuring
my watercolour paintings. I’m currently selling these through local
shops and fetes.

PLEASE KEEP YOUR UPDATES COMING IT’S WONDERFUL TO HEAR FROM YOU ALL!
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I was at Kingsley during the 80s and a
boarder at Dilke House and Cedars (old
and new!). I have been a teacher in the
primary sector for 28 years and the Head
Teacher of a small rural primary school
for the last 8 years. I’m married to Karl
and we live in the Lincolnshire Wolds in
a small cottage with a big garden, three
cats and two guinea pigs. I would love
to re-connect or catch up with those
who were at Cedars and Dilke with me
especially!

Updates from staff alumnae...
STEVE GREEN, who recently left Kingsley’s site team, has been in touch to say:
Hi, it’s Steve here! I’m currently hard at work at two schools but missing you all dearly. When I left I took away
lovely memories of you all and the great times working within the school. Take care for now and Merry Christmas
to you all.
Former pupil and staff alumna JUDITH (KNOWN AS MARGARET) SMART [INNES JONES] left Kingsley in 2004. She
initially taught shorthand and typewriting in the Lower Sixth on a part-time basis before joining the full-time
staff, becoming a Form Tutor and then Head of Year to Lower IV. She moved into teaching GCSE Information
Technology and A-level Computing, and also taught in the Junior School. Margaret says:
We moved to Hereford six years ago, supposedly downsizing but to a larger house! Having been born and bred
in Royal Leamington Spa I wondered how the move would be, but we love our life here in Hereford - definitely
life in the slow lane, especially when caught behind one of the numerous tractors! Our daughter and family live
close by which is lovely. Before Covid we managed to do quite a bit of foreign travelling to New Zealand, Russia,
Morocco and New York, as well as Europe. We recently celebrated our 50th wedding anniversary and hope to
have an exotic celebration holiday in 2022. In the meantime I’m studying various subjects using the Centre of
Excellence. I find essay writing quite a challenge and also enjoy Sashiko embroidery.
ALAN SAVAGE (Premises Manager until 2015) and SHARON MORRIS (Joint Head of Maths & Head of Year 11, left in
2014) have also been in touch recently.

Mary was known to countless numbers of Kingsley girls as ‘Miss Elkington’, the school
secretary. She was educated at Kingsley and, after completing her secretarial training,
returned to work full-time at the school for almost all of her working life, until her
retirement in 1987 - when she surprised everyone by marrying for the first time. Her
husband, John, was the widowed father of alumna Elizabeth (Lizzie) Paterson (Griffin,
1976-84). Mary was devoted to the school and knew all the parents and pupils. She
spent long hours working each day, and had an amazing knowledge of everything
to do with the school. She was invariably cheerful, friendly, encouraging and helpful
to everyone she encountered there. After retiring, she kept in touch with the school
and the people she knew by putting together and editing the Old Girls’ Magazine for
many years. She very much enjoyed hearing people’s news. She also kept in touch
socially with many former members of staff including Mrs Dance (PE), Miss Clarke
(Upper First), Miss Woods (Lower First), Deputy Headmistress Mrs Parry (Harris) and
former Headteachers Miss Jones and Miss Fairhurst. She enjoyed a happy retirement
with John in Oxfordshire, throwing herself into village life, until John’s sudden death in
2006. Her health deteriorated soon after. She moved into a care home in 2010, but she continued to keep in touch
with her friends and relations as much as her health allowed.
From Liz Patterson, September 2021 Photo: Mary (back right) and pupils en route to Switzerland, 1958

FELICITY ROGERS [STAFF
ALUMNA]

Margaret Smart got in touch with
the sad news about Felicity Rogers
who taught Physics at Kingsley
some years ago. Felicity and her
husband moved to Wales, then to
Bristol to be near their daughter.
Her funeral was on 29th November
in Bristol. Staff at Kingsley who
knew Felicity remember her as a
quiet, kind and gentle soul.

CHRISTINE HADEN [01/1921-10/2021]
Rosamund Wastell contacted us to let us know that her mother, Christine Haden, had
sadly passed away, aged 100. Rosamund said:
My mother always had fond memories of her school, remembered Miss Sweet and
made many friends there who she kept up with throughout her life. I took her back for
the reunion in 2014, with my daughter and granddaughter (photo below). The other
photo shows her form and, interestingly, she is standing next to Muriel Haden who
later became her sister-in-law when she married Geoffrey Haden in 1941.
Christine is third row from the top, second on the right. She had three children, Stuart,
Rosamund and Christopher.

BERYL COLKIN [COMPTON]
Beryl’s daughter, Jayne, wrote to
let us know that her mum sadly
passed away in July (aged 88).
Jayne and Beryl were both pupils
at Kingsley. Jayne has recently
moved to Teignmouth with her
husband Bruce.

MEMORY OF MISS FAIRHURST FROM BELINDA WILSON
In our summer newsletter, we shared the news that Miss Fairhurst (Headmistress of Kingsley,
1977-1988), had passed away in May. Alumna Belinda Wilson shares this memory:
I was Head Girl, along with Melanie Henderson, in centenary year and I’m in contact with
a good few of my contemporaries who left in 1983 and 1985 (after Sixth Form). We all have
memories of Miss Fairhurst. I remember going into her office every morning to fetch the
books for assembly to carry down to the hall. She would follow (in her gown) to conduct
the assembly, so we used to have a brief conversation each morning. I valued my time at
Kingsley which definitely helped shape my life.
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On 10th November we held a special event for our leavers from
the 1940s and 1950s. Our fabulous archivist Rebecca Dyson (who
some of you will no doubt remember as History Teacher, Head of
Sixth Form and Assistant Headteacher here at Kingsley for many
years) found the most amazing treasures for our visitors to look at.
Reminiscing over tea and scones made for a wonderful afternoon and
our guests thoroughly enjoyed talking with Year 10 students Emily
and Krystal who were such a fantastic addition to the event.

Alumnae events this term...

We were delighted to welcome ‘The Kingsley Singers’ back to school recently,
who under the guidance of their music teacher, Mr Jacques, released an album
in the 1970s! It was fascinating to hear about the varied careers this group
have enjoyed and their wonderful memories of their school days. Much fun was
had reminiscing about school life and boarding at Kingsley and, following the
reunion, we were delighted to read these comments:
‘Thank you so much for your hospitality and time on Wednesday. What a trip down
memory lane. It was fantastic to visit Kingsley after all these years, meet up with old friends
and chat about things past and present. Listening to ‘The Kingsley Singers’ in the library and
looking at all the old school magazines and photos evoked so many memories. Walking
around the school, some things had hardly changed (apart from carpet instead of the
creaky wooden floors!), but the classrooms seemed so much smaller, probably due to
modern desks, whiteboards (no more scratchy chalk on blackboards!), computers and
lockers. The science labs were the biggest shock with all the mod cons. The new buildings
had doubled the size of the school and reduced the garden by half. Shame to lose the
lovely trees, but the garden had been tastefully landscaped. I was particularly delighted
to see a pastoral suite - so important for students’ welfare. As a boarder, it was interesting
that Dilke House, along with the adjoining properties, is now the Prep School, with the
Sixth Form building on the corner. The new dining room was stunning, offering healthy
food options - so different to our ‘no choice’ school dinners, the smells of which lingered
all afternoon. I was surprised that the stage had gone in the old gym, but pleased to see
the wooden equipment still in situ. It was such a privilege to be given the opportunity to
re-live my school days. Thank you. Louise Rogers (née Nicholls)
A group of us attended a nostalgic reunion at Kingsley on Wednesday 3rd November to
share memories of our valuable time as pupils, spanning from 1966 to 1978.
It BIOLOGY
was so lovely
NEW
LAB
to catch up with old friends and share memorabilia and photographs from that historic era.
The school essentially felt the same and very familiar with a happy ambience despite the
years. We were given a tour of the modernised classrooms and facilities. A very interesting
and heart-warming visit. Our friendships were rekindled and we firmly intend to maintain
contact. Julie Saunders
A very big heartfelt thank you for making us so welcome on our visit to Kingsley last week.
It was great to see the warmth of the school and the respect from the pupils as we walked
around. We relived past memories, remembered friends and staff and had fun working
out where we would have been as we walked around exploring the changes. It was an
emotional and happy day allowing me to reflect on the 13 years I spent at Kingsley and
how they have shaped who I am and what I went on to achieve. Jayne Dale (née Colkin)

UPCOMING EVENTS
FOR 2022...
We hope to arrange a fun spring term
event for our 1960s/1970s leavers.
Further details will be published on
social media and sent to those registered
in our database in due course.
Would you like to see an alumnae versus
students rounders match in the summer
term? If so, please get in touch so that
we can gauge how popular this event
might be!

Thank you so much for organising
the reunion last Wednesday. It
was good to meet up with some
old girls who I remembered. I
loved looking at all the old photos
- it was all so well set out in the
library - and having a wander
around the building. Carpet on
the stairs - wow! But in my day we
only went on the stairs on the last
day of term to say goodbye to
Miss Sweet! Wendy Mitchell

A very big thank you for the reunion yesterday. The smaller numbers
from the 1940/1950 scenario made it easy to chat to people and you
had gathered together an impressive number of photos and artefacts
for us to enjoy. Very many thanks to all. Astrid Mills

It was a truly lovely occasion.
From Susan and myself, many
thanks again to you and all
concerned. Rosalind Partridge

Alumnae supporting
careers education...

We are delighted that so many of our alumnae are keen to engage with and
support our current students with their careers education. Sarah Bennett will be
in touch with you whenever there is an opportunity for your assistance! When
Covid-19 restrictions prevented visitors from coming into school, several alumnae
generously gave up their time to take part in careers conversations virtually - a
chance for Sixth Formers to talk to alumnae already working in the fields they
wish to work in. The girls really valued this opportunity. Thank you so much to all
involved!
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CLASS OF CHAMPIONS

If you don’t already, why not follow us on social media for a regular trip
down memory lane with our #ThrowbackThursday posts?

We know that some of our treasured alumnae
may no longer be on our database following
the new GDPR regulations a couple of years
ago. Are you still in touch with friends from your
school year who don’t receive this newsletter?
Are you a naturally sociable person who could
spread the word and increase awareness of The
Kingsley School Alumnae? If so, we would love
to hear from you!
Vic Inchley, our ‘Class of 2013 Champion’, says:
“I am really pleased to be the ‘Class of 2013
Champion’! It has been a great opportunity
to re-engage with the alumnae network and
reunite with so many old friends. If we all do
our bit to help grow the database, many more
former Kingsley students will get to experience
the great benefits of being part of our amazing
alumnae community.”
Email alumnae@kingsleyschool.co.uk to get
involved.

STAY IN TOUCH

Finding us is easy - simply search for @kingsleyalumnae on Twitter,
or @thekingsleyschoolalumnae on Facebook.

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

Please remember to tell us if you move
house, change email address etc. Also,
do we know about your latest job role?
You can update your details and let us
know your preferences with regards
to how we contact you by sending
us an email. Alternatively, there is an
easy-to-complete form on our website:
https://www.thekingsleyschool.co.uk/
alumnae/

READ THE LATEST ISSUE OF
OUR SCHOOL MAGAZINE,
‘1884’

What tips or recommendations would you like to share with other alumnae? Let us
know and we will publish them in our next newsletter.

1884

Since

Charlotte Wheeler-Smith, barrister and Kingsley alumna,
has recently shared a brilliant podcast series she enjoys,
called ‘How to Fail, with Elizabeth Day’:
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/how-to-failwith-elizabeth-day/id1407451189
The podcast celebrates the things that haven’t gone right. Every week, a new
interviewee explores what their failures have taught them about how to succeed
better. Thanks for sharing Charlotte!

Have you read the latest issue of our
school magazine, ‘1884’? You can
access a digital copy (plus all backissues) by visiting https://issuu.com/
kingsley_school.
The alumnae
section includes
a feature on staff
alumna Rebecca
Dyson who
was long-listed
for a ‘lifetime
achievement
award’ with the
TES. It also includes
an article on ‘60 years of DofE at
Kingsley’ (written by Rebecca) and an
interview with alumna Fern Scrivener,
who left Kingsley at 18 to embark on an
apprenticeship with Siemens.
Cover art by Sophie C (Year 11)

KEEPING IT IN THE FAMILY!
Do you have school-aged children/grandchildren? Many of our alumnae
choose a Kingsley education for their own families, with some families of
Kingsley pupils going back five generations! Boys are welcome in Prep (up
to the age of 11) and girls all the way through to Sixth Form.
Contact our Registrar, Mrs Judith Durham (01926 421368), for further
information including details of forthcoming admissions events.

Keep in touch...

e: alumnae@kingsleyschool.co.uk

e: @kingsleyalumnae
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THE KINGSLEY SCHOOL,
ROYAL LEAMINGTON SPA

Artwork and Design by the Marketing Team at The Kingsley School, 2021

We’re sure you have memories from your school
days of being encouraged to be the best version of
yourself. We’re keen to support your ongoing personal
development by sharing inspirational tips, book
recommendations, handy podcasts, details of networking
events, and anything else that might be helpful.

If you would like to receive a paper
copy of the magazine, please email
alumnae@kingsleyschool.co.uk or call
01926 425127.

@thekingsleyschoolalumnae

