
Kingsley's Christmas
by Candlelight

A VIRTUAL CAROL & CHRISTMAS CONCERT
FOR THE ENTIRE KINGSLEY COMMUNITY

TUESDAY 15TH DECEMBER | 6.30PM*

Join us online for carols, readings and musical performances from the 
whole school. Put on a festive jumper, light a candle and enjoy a mince pie!

*Registration is not required. A link to this event will be emailed to you on the day
and will be accessible from 6pm onwards.

ALUMNAE
NEWSLETTER  WINTER 2020

Season’s greetings to all our alumnae. We hope you have 
managed to stay safe and well during what has been a truly 
difficult and testing year. On 20th March, the school closed 
its (physical) doors in line with government guidance. Despite 
the many challenges that came with home learning, and with 
adapting to very different ways of doing things back in school 
in September, pupils and staff rose to the challenge with 
Kingsley’s usual ‘can-do’ attitude. And as Christmas approaches, 
Kingsley is still very much Kingsley - despite the face masks, 
hand sanitiser, social distancing and year group ‘bubbles’. The 
Christmas trees are up, pupils have been filling lots of lovely 
shoeboxes for the Helping Hands Community Project Shoebox 
Appeal (www.helpinghandscharity.org.uk), and the Prep and 
Senior School choirs and musicians are busy rehearsing for this 
year’s carol and Christmas concert. The concert will take place 
virtually this year and you are warmly invited to join us (further 
details opposite). If we don’t currently have your email address 
in our database and you would like to receive a link to the 
concert, please email alumnae@kingsleyschool.co.uk.

Wishing you a peaceful Christmas and here’s hoping 2021
is a better year for us all.

From all at The Kingsley School

The stunning piece of digital art above was produced by Year 10 student, 
Georgia, and is featured on our Christmas card this year. We hope it puts 
you in the festive mood!

Season’s Greetings

Keep in touch...     e: alumnae@kingsleyschool.co.uk     e: @kingsleyalumnae          @thekingsleyschoolalumnae

http://www.helpinghandscharity.org.uk


Updates from alumnae...

VALERIE CLIFFORD [LEWIS, 1978-1986]
Of course, no year can have been stranger 
than this one, especially as I live in Melbourne, 
Australia - the ‘lockdown capital of the world’!  
But we have navigated our way through 
working from home (I am still at PwC after 
over 30 years) and 
home-schooling, 
both of which I 
endure as I write. I 
have Year 12 twins 
- not the last year 
of school, prefect 
roles and partying 
they had in mind, 
but at least there 
is less distraction 
from studying! Both 
are hoping to get uni places somewhere in 
Aus for next year.  And not to forget my 14 
year old son, who has had no excuse not 
to improve his guitar skills this year. I have 
rekindled old passions of baking, sewing and 
gardening (can you get any more middle 
aged?!) and started learning the piano. I wish 
all my fellow alumnae from both 1985 and 6 
(I swapped years in the Sixth Form) the very 
best during these challenging times. It has 
been fabulous to reconnect with many of you 
on our Facebook group in the last few years.

ROBERTA BUTTON [2004-2011]
I really enjoyed watching the back to school videos on social 
media and have been following all things Kingsley since I 
left in 2011. I am very happy to let you know that I have just 
started my doctorate in Clinical Psychology at the University 
of Oxford. It has been a long journey to get to this point, from 
my undergraduate degree at Cardiff University, to working 
as an assistant psychologist in various places (including Great 
Ormond Street Hospital in London) and getting my masters 
degree from Leiden University in the Netherlands. Reflecting 
on this journey, I realise that my passion for psychology came 
from studying psychology A-level at Kingsley. I remember 
being completely fascinated by the psychological theories and 
research we were taught and can still remember where I was 
sat in the classroom when I first learned I could make a career 
as a psychologist. Thanks Kingsley!

SUSAN WOODS [COOK, 1952-1958]
Having purchased a copy of the ‘135’ book, I scoured its pages 
to see if I could find a picture of my mother whilst she was a 
boarder at the school. She was born in 1918 and called Betty 
Little, thus she must have been a pupil during the 1930s. Sure 
enough, after many times of poring over the pages I found her 
on page 57 in The Canterbury Tales picture (below left). She is 
the girl in the long dress at the right end of the table, next to 
the girl wearing the white triangular hat. I was SO pleased to 
see her there. She, and her younger sister Vivienne,  loved their 
time at Cedars and Leamington High School. They recalled Tom 
(Miss Thomas) and many other headmistresses. Tom was head 
of Cedars when I went there in 1952. I, too, am in the book, on 
Page 121 in ‘1066 and All That!’ (below right), playing Raleigh I 
think. I am the Elizabethan gentlemen seated in the centre, with 
Frances Whittaker cutting my hair. I believe Frankie, as she was 
known, became a BBC radio producer.

The Canterbury Tales (1934) 1066 and All That (1958)
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CHARLOTTE WHEELER SMITH [2000-2007]
Former pupil and barrister Charlotte Wheeler-Smith had a life 
changing experience on Father’s Day this year. After experiencing 
abdominal pains and being diagnosed with IBS, she unexpectedly 
gave birth to a baby girl in Amsterdam. Evelyn Rose was a total 
surprise as Charlotte didn’t have a bump and had just had a 
negative pregnancy test prior to some surgery. Evelyn Rose was 
very poorly when she was born and had to be resuscitated by 
Charlotte and her partner Dominic before the ambulance came. 
Upon arrival at the hospital, Charlotte and Dominic were told 
Evelyn would have such severe brain damage that she wouldn’t 
survive... but after two weeks in intensive care and undergoing a 
therapy to cool her brain, the medical team did an MRI scan and 
miraculously discovered that she had suffered no brain damage. 
Evelyn stayed in hospital for another three weeks and is now 
settling into Dutch life well. Regular checkups with the neonatal 
team have shown that she is developing normally. After a long 
stay away from the UK, Charlotte cannot wait to return home with 
Evelyn Rose for Christmas!

LIZ RICE [BOOTH, 1997-2004]
Having led for Physiotherapy on the 
COVID wards at Southampton General 
between March and May, I have now 
relocated back to Warwickshire to take 
on a new and exciting role in Emergency 
Medicine at the George Elliot Hospital. 
Earlier this year I wrote an article about 
working through COVID which was 
published in the August issue of AGILITY 
magazine - a small publication for 
physiotherapists working with older 
people. Here’s a recent photo of me (on 
the left) and a colleague, Hannah Wood, 
standing next to the Banksy picture at 
Southampton General...

LOUISE HAYWOOD [SMITH, 1960-1972]

I spent 12 years as a border at Kingsley, arriving at Dilke House in the autumn 
term of 1960 when Miss Sweet was Headmistress. I have attached a photo 
(above) of the Lower First in 1961. It was taken just after the ‘new’ block had 
been built. I’m standing in the back row, third from the right with the untidy 
hair! I think I was 7 or 8 years old at the time. Rosemary (Posy) Oliver is sitting 
cross-legged in the front row, third from the right. All of the other girls were 
day girls, I think, but I’m uncertain about Alison Hocking (front row, second 
from the left) and Susan Blaine (middle row, second from the right - sitting 
next to Maryann Devereaux with the white sleeves). I keep meaning to scan 
‘The Charcoal Burners Son’, a play which Miss Moss put on with all the Dilke 
boarders in the Christmas term of 1960!

WENDY MITCHELL, [GLOVER, 1946-1958]
It has been a very strange time for everyone but I’m so glad schools are open again. I now have a granddaughter, 
Sophie, at Kingsley and have enjoyed being reunited with the school! I miss not having the Old Girls reunions and 
hope we will be able to arrange something when life gets back to normal. I have been in touch with quite a few of 
my contemporaries as we have reached the magical 80th birthday year. I’ve been in contact with Sue Tait (Sykes), 
Rosemary Ayton, Astrid Mills (Snelson), Bridget Salmons (Martin) and Sally Taylor. Sadly, we weren’t able to meet up 
but I did bump into Sally last week. Reminiscing, she said we had known each other since 1948 when she came to 
Kingsley - possibly Leamington High School in those days. I started in the Kindergarten in 1946. I had a week’s holiday 
in Cornwall staying in a caravan belonging to another of my Kingsley friends, Anne Brenton (Bogle). Anne lived in 
Cornwall but was a border at Cedars. It was a mixed week of weather but the grandchildren loved surfing. Even I 
ventured in too!
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STAY IN TOUCH
Please remember to tell us if you move 
house, change email address etc. You 
can also update your preferences with 
regards to how we contact you/what 
we contact you about by sending us 

an email.

READ THE 
LATEST ISSUE 
OF OUR 
SCHOOL 
MAGAZINE, 
‘1884’
The latest issue 
of our whole-
school magazine, 
‘1884’, is out now. 
You can access 
a digital copy (plus all back-issues of 
the magazine) by visiting https://issuu.
com/kingsley_school. The alumnae 
section can be found on pages 64 
to 71. It includes an article by staff 
alumna Rebecca Dyson on boarding 
at Kingsley, and the story of alumna 
Lauren Gregory (née Young) who 
founded the successful women’s 
running group, ‘Run Like a Girl’.

Keep in touch...     e: alumnae@kingsleyschool.co.uk     e: @kingsleyalumnae          @thekingsleyschoolalumnae

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT
We’re sure you have memories 
from your school days of being 
encouraged to be the best version 
of yourself. We’re keen to support 
your ongoing personal development 
by sharing inspirational tips, book 
recommendations, handy podcasts, 
details of networking events, and 
anything else that might be helpful. 
Here are a few ideas to get started...

Futurelearn - ‘Career Coaching for Women’ from Allbright (www.futurelearn.com/
courses/project-you-supercharge-your-career)

TED Talks - ‘Why we have too few women leaders’ (www.ted.com/talks/sheryl_
sandberg_why_we_have_too_few_women_leaders) 

Where Women Work - Find out where women work and why (www.
wherewomenwork.com/)

For more recent alumnae:

The Times Top 100 Graduate Employers - a comprehensive guide to Britain’s leading 
employers recruiting graduates right now (www.top100graduateemployers.com/)

What tips or recommendations would you like to share with other alumnae? Let us 
know and we will publish them in our next newsletter.

KEEPING IT IN THE FAMILY!
Do you have school-aged children/grandchildren? Many of our alumnae 
choose a Kingsley education for their own families, with some families of 
Kingsley pupils going back five generations! Boys are welcome in Prep (up 
to the age of 11) and girls all the way through to Sixth Form.

Contact our Registrar, Mrs Sally Hill (01926 421368), for further information 
including details of forthcoming admissions events.
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EVENTS & REUNIONS
These are temporarily on hold due to the 
pandemic but we are eagerly planning ahead 
for when we can organise them again. In the 
meantime, please get in touch and tell us what 
you would like to see. Perhaps you’d like a 
particular year group get-together, a networking 
event based on a certain profession, afternoon 
tea... or something more active?! Are Saturdays 
best for you, or do you prefer weekdays/
evenings? Let us know your thoughts.

BEYOND THE GAP YEAR
So many of you are listed in our database as 
taking a Gap Year. We’re sure you had some 
amazing experiences and would love to hear all 
about them... but surely you’re not still on that 
gap year?! Please get in touch and let us know 
what you’re doing now. We genuinely love 
hearing your stories and it would be great to 
share them in our next newsletter.

CLASS OF CHAMPIONS
Following the new GDPR legislation in May 2018, 
we’re aware that some of our treasured alumnae 
are no longer on our database. Are you still in 
touch with friends from your school year who 
don’t receive this newsletter? Are you a naturally 
sociable person who could help us promote 
The Kingsley School Alumnae and grow our 
database? If so, please email alumnae@
kingsleyschool.co.uk.

Throwback Thursdays
If you don’t already, why not follow us on social media for a regular trip 
down memory lane with our #ThrowbackThursday posts?

Finding us is easy - simply search for @kingsleyalumnae on Twitter,
or @thekingsleyschoolalumnae on Facebook.

1884 THE MAGAZINE OF
THE KINGSLEY SCHOOL, 
ROYAL LEAMINGTON SPA

Issue 6 | December 2020
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