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Headteacher’s 
Welcome
For unto us a child is born…

At this time of year, moments of quiet 
reflection are few and far between in a 
school. Invariably, someone has moved 
the donkey costume, the baby Jesus is 
missing from last year’s nativity and the 
poor teachers are still trying desperately 
to get pupils to concentrate on fractions 
and including exciting vocabulary in 
their writing. It is exciting and frenetic; 
it is wonderful and exhausting; it is 
simultaneously awe-inspiring and 
headache-inducing. As a result, it is all 
too easy to miss what is important in 
the hustle and bustle between one term 
ending and the next one starting. 

Whether you have a religious belief or 
not, God’s gift of love to humanity does 
seem to pervade more of our culture and 
interactions at Christmas time. In the Prep 
School we have run two very successful 
charity appeals, focussing on creating 
a fairer and more equitable community 
around Leamington. There are more 
smiles evident in the playground and both 
children and staff are looking forward to 
time spent with family and friends. 

For this is the truly wondrous thing about 
this time of year; it is a time when all other 
demands to our attention are removed 
and we can focus on the people who make 
our world a better place. So even when 
the sugar high means the children are 
on the ceiling and Great-Uncle Albert’s 
snoring is interrupting the Queen’s speech, 
I hope that you manage to find a moment 
of quiet reflection about your important 
people.

From the whole of the Prep School to all 
of our amazing community, we wish you a 
joyous Christmas and a happy New Year. 

Mrs Rachel Whiting
Head of Prep

Weathering the 
Season
This term Foundation and Reception Class 
are learning about the seasons and the 
weather.

On Friday 16th November, the Kingsley 
Preparatory School came dressed in 
something spotty, brightly coloured or as a 
bear in recognition of the Children in Need 
national fundraising event. There were many 
leopards, colourful accessories and plenty of 
bear ears walking around school on the day. 

The children brought in donations for the 
event and as a result of their efforts, a total of 
£133.05 was raised for Children in Need! This 
was a very generous contribution made and 
was extremely close to our total from last year. 

We would like to say a big “thank you” to 
all parents, children and staff who helped to 
make it a fun filled and very successful day of 
fundraising.



Foundation have all settled in beautifully.

We have been very busy learning all 

about ourselves. We have painted life

sized self-portraits looking closely at our

features, and have been learning all about

our senses and our feelings. We have also

looked at the season of Autumn and the 

festival of Harvest.

What has been going on in Foundation?

We have enjoyed looking at 2D shape playing games on the interactive whiteboard and have been working on recognising numbers 1-5 using autumnal objects like conkers and pine cones thatwe found at Forest School to match quantity tonumerals.

We have made lots of new friends 

including the Year 5 girls who are our

Kingsley big sisters. The girls have 

helped us to become more confident

in the playground and around school.

Foundation have been very busy doing lots of exciting learning around the topic of patterns. We celebrated theHindu festival of light, Diwali. We made rangoli patternsand diva lamps and re told the story of Rama and Sitausing puppets and props. We have also looked at the patchwork elephant called Elmer. We have read lots of books about Elmer’s adventures and had fun making ourown Elmer elephants using collage and printing.



Out and About
The first half term we have had some wonderfully warm 
weather. This gave us the opportunity to have lots 
of learning fun outside! We followed up our learning 
about ourselves and what we each looked like to make 
a variety of faces with the materials around us. We 
spent a sunny afternoon following the phonics fairies 
to find things in our environment which begin with the 
phonics fairies’ sounds. We used the materials around 
to support us practicing reading numbers to ten and 
collecting the correct number of natural materials to 
match to the numerals. 

In Reception we have had a fantastic time taking 
full advantage of the wonderful new playground in 
the Prep School. Not only have we loved using the 
new equipment for running, jumping, climbing and 
balancing but we have used the space to play hide 
and seek with our class dog - Bramble - to practice our 
positional language. We enjoyed the space and freedom 
to create our own musical scores using coloured spots, 
corresponding to coloured handbells.

Happy Birthday to 
Bramble!
This half term our class dog - Bramble - celebrated 
his birthday. To celebrate the children baked 
some birthday cupcakes and iced them with the 
first letters of their names. They wrote invitations 
inviting the Foundation children to join them for 
Bramble’s Birthday party and wrote birthday cards 
to Bramble. They made birthday bunting and party 
hats in readiness for Bramble’s party. On Bramble’s 
birthday the whole of the Prep school sang Happy 
Birthday. At the party the children played musical 
phonics - every time the music stopped the 
children had to find a specific phoneme written on 
cards which were scattered around the room. They 
also played rhyming pairs where each child had 
to find which of their friends had an image of an 
object which rhymed with theirs.

Ourselves
The Reception class children have thrown 
themselves whole heartedly into our exciting topic 
- ‘ourselves’. We had lots of birthday parties in the 
role-play area - writing invitations and birthday 
cards, making cups of tea in the water tray, setting 
up the food and drink for a birthday party, dancing 
to party music and making birthday cakes from play 
dough.



Shape and Pattern
The children looked at and discussed the basic 2D 
shapes and as a class looked for different shapes in 
their immediate environment.

The children have used 2D shapes to make patterns, 
colours, threading beads, Lego and have drawn their 
own patterns. They have also shared lots of exciting 
stories which contain pattern in language and 
patterns in the characters.

The Mixed- 
up Chameleon
During an exciting week learning about  
the lives of chameleons, Reception Class  
especially loved exploring colour mixing to help 
their chameleons camouflage into our new display!

Colouring 
Club
Prep School Colouring Club 
members from Foundation 
and Reception had a seasonal 
time colouring in autumn 
pictures. Mrs Divers was really 
impressed with how they 
coloured in the lines and their 
use of autumnal colours. 

Dear Zoo
This week we had several surprising deliveries! 
 
We received a lion, a camel, a giraffe, a monkey, 
and a frog. We were finally so relieved to receive a 
puppy - we sent all of the others back!



Special Toy Day
In Reception we have been talking about our special 
toys. We shared the stories, ‘Where’s My Teddy?’ By Jez 
Alborough, ‘Dogger’ by Shirley Hughes and ‘Mog and 
Bunny’ by Judith Kerr. The children wrote invitations to 
their favourite toys to ask them to come to school to 
visit for the day. The toys then spent a fantastic day in 
Reception. The children wrote a register and ordered 
lunches for their toys, then the animals helped the 
class to write the words to go with a story book and 
afterwards they learned how to count large groups of 
objects - by 12:00 the toys needed a nap! 

After lunch the toys attended a Mandarin lesson 
with Ms Harper and then got a sneak preview of the 
children’s dance rehearsal ahead of the Gym and Dance 
Showcase performance. A very exciting day for all of our 
teddies who came to visit school for the day.

A History of Toys
On Monday 26th November, Year 1 visited 
St. John’s Museum in Warwick to take part in 
interactive workshops. The museum is located 
inside a 17th century Grade I listed house 
and was filled with numerous treasures and 
historical artefacts to explore. The children were 
particularly interested in learning about toys 
from the Victorian era and other periods of 
time, as part of their creative curriculum learning 
about ‘toys from the past’. 

The children compared the materials and 
mechanisms of toys to those they use in the 
present day. It was extraordinary for the class 
to see how complicated toys are today but that 
children can have just as much fun playing with 
simple toys which can be made at home or cost 
very little too! 

There was then an opportunity to explore 
the rest of the museum including a Victorian 
classroom, puppet show and other forms of 
toys played indoors and outdoors. In addition, 
they explored a Victorian kitchen and other 
household artefacts from over 100 years ago. 

The children and Miss Clark would like to thank 
Ms Gardner and Mrs Mather as they were very 
fortunate to have them to accompany them on 
the trip. They also shared and compared their 
own experiences of school and toys they had 
played with when they were children. 



Infant Agility
Over 500 Year 1 and Year 2 children from 16 
different local schools competed in The Central 
Warwickshire Schools’ Sports Partnership annual 
Infant Agility Competition alongside Kingsley Prep 
pupils, who hosted the event.

The competing schools included Briar Hill, 
Brookhurst, Clapham Terrace, Cubbington, Kingsway, 
Milverton, Our Lady & St Teresa’s, Radford Semele, 
Shrubland Street, St Joseph’s and St Peter’s from 
Leamington Spa, alongside St Joseph’s School in 
Kenilworth, St Lawrence’s School in Napton-on-the-
Hill and Coten End and Emscote Infant School in 
Warwick. There was friendly competition, but with 
a lot of determination, teamwork and supportive 
cheering throughout the day.

Children competed across different agility athletic 
events and games with a few children trying new 
events for the first time. Emscote Infant School’s 
team were the overall winners.

The Kingsley School’s Sixth Form A-level PE Students 
assisted in the planning and organisation of this 
hugely successful sporting event, accompanied by 
Sports Ambassadors from both The Kingsley School 
and Campion School, who were supporting the 
younger children throughout the day.

Miss Sophie Windsor, Head of PE, said: “It is always 
a pleasure to welcome our local community to our 
facilities; the Infant Agility event is a highlight of our 
year and seeing so many share our inclusive ethos 
of peer support, healthy competition and giving-
things-a-go is an absolute joy. Many thanks to all of 
our ambassadors for doing a fantastic job.”



Parking in our Area
The Year 1 children have been training to be ‘road 
safety superheroes’ during their Creative Curriculum 
lessons. The class went on a local walk to carry out 
a parking survey. The children were interested to 
find out what parking there was around school and 
the different types available for parents, staff and 
members of the public. 

Whilst exploring the parking options around the local 
area, the children also identified safe and unsafe 
places to park. They were able to identify restricted 
and permit parking using the signs with parking 
guidelines. The class also explained why they thought 
there were single or double yellow lines used in 
certain areas, and the meaning of solid or dashed 
white lines for parking or waiting areas. 

The overall findings the children discovered from 
their survey showed that parking was well managed 
with safety measures and guidelines in place. 
However, some children felt that there should be 
more parking spaces for teachers and parents so that 
they could stay longer when they go into school. 
After their suggestions, we discussed as a class 
how it can be difficult to expand areas close to the 
town centre and that parking may also be used by 
members of the public.

Do You Hear What I Hear?
The Year 1 children have been learning about their bodies and the different senses in their science 
lessons. They have been using their sense of hearing to go on a sound walk around school. 
The children began their walk upstairs and recorded the sounds they could hear around school using 
pictures and a list of words to describe the sounds. They heard doors, fans, music, bells and a variety 
of voices as they moved downstairs and out onto the playground. The children’s listening skills were 
excellent as they created an enormous word bank of sounds they could hear all the way to the roads 
and even in the surrounding areas too!



YEAR 1 & 
YEAR 2
STARS OF 
THE WEEK

Timothy: for 
always having a 
positive and 
determined 
attitude towards 
his learning. 
Timothy is also 
very kind and 
courteous 

towards adults and children across the 
school, and always offers his support 
and help to others.

Sonia: for being 
caring and 
considerate 
towards others. 
Sonia continues 
to excel in her 
learning 
activities as a 
result of the 

perseverance and care she has shown 
to further improve her work in each 
lesson. 

Ivai: for always 
being a 
determined, 
hardworking 
and 
independent 
learner. Ivai 
arrives to school 
every day with a 

Kingsley smile and full of enthusiasm 
ready to explore new creative curriculum 
topics. 

Alexa: for 
always having 
a positive 
attitude 
towards her 
learning, and 
for persevering 
to ensure she 
always does 

her best work each day. Alexa is also 
helpful, kind and respectful towards 
everyone in school. 

Zoe: for her 
dedicated 
approach 
towards learning 
and for the 
excellent 
progress she 
continues to 
make in her 

reading and mathematical skills. Zoe 
continues to develop into a more 
independent learner each day. 



Aashga: for 
consistently 
persevering to 
do her best in 
every lesson. 
She is beginning 
to contribute 
more of her 
exciting ideas in 

lessons, and has made excellent 
progress in her public speaking skills 
during class discussions and sharing 
time. 

Lydia: for her 
consistent 
contribution 
towards class 
discussions and 
for her 
exceptional 
listening skills. 
She is able to 

recite many facts she has learnt from 
memory, and often contributes many 
creative ideas to help others in her 
class. 

Elora: for her 
consistent 
determination 
to achieve her 
learning targets, 
and for the 
dedication she 
shows towards 
helping others. 

Elora is an extremely mature and 
responsible learner, and ensures she is 
always the best learner she can possibly 
be! 

Juli: for being an exceptional Kingsley 
pupil in her learning and conduct 
around school. Juli always wants to 
help others, tries her best and ensures 
everyone is happy each day in the 
classroom. 

Catie: for her mature approach towards 
her learning and behaviour around 
school. She is very studious and ensures 
she is always focused and completes 
work to the highest standard she 
possibly can. 

Nanaki: for 
learning to try 
new activities 
with confidence, 
and for 
challenging 
herself in 
mathematics 
lessons to solve 

missing number sums. Nanaki has 
certainly adopted our “reach higher and 
reach out” school motto this year!

Whizz, Sparkle, Pop
On Monday 5th November, Year 1 began 
their lessons by exploring some of the recent 
festivals in the autumn season. The children 
had experienced fireworks, bonfires and other 
light displays during the half term holidays, so 
they were keen to share the beautiful range of 
colours, patterns and shapes they had seen. 

The children created their 
night sky using black card 
and then began by adding 
circular shapes and lines 
using wax crayons and oil 
pastels. Once they had 
used repeating patterns of 
colours, they added gold 
or silver stars and glitter 
to add a touch of sparkle 
to their firework display. 



How to be a Superhero
On Monday 15th October the Year 1 children 
transformed into superheroes for the day and 
arrived in school wearing a range of costumes 
and disguises. They were full of “super” energy 
and enthusiasm to take part in numerous fun and 
engaging activities across the day. 

The class began by planning their own superhero 
stories in which they were the hero or heroine, and 
included their own familiar setting, with a dilemma 
to add an exciting twist! The children continued 
to write their superhero themed stories across the 
week using clear structures to their stories. 

In the afternoon, the children shared their learning 
about different types of heroes and what their 
definition of a hero was. The class sang songs with 
superhero poses and went through the official 
training programme to become a superhero, 
which included some very original dance moves 
too. There were also creative activities to choose 
from including; designing their own superhero 
sidekick, superhero passport and even their own 
identification card to allow them special access 
to all of the superhero hideouts. They also made 
superhero cuffs which provided additional powers 
to create ice, lightning, water and any other powers 
they wanted to possess. 

The day was a wonderful way for the children to 
celebrate all they had achieved and each child 
received a special award certificate for their great 
accomplishments as a learning superhero over the 
half term. 

Congratulations to all of the Year 1 children for 
being our very own Kingsley superhero learners 
every day. You are all superstars!



Our Very Own 
Superhero
On Tuesday 13th November, our school nurse 
Mrs Ball, came to visit the Year 1 children to 
discuss the importance of looking after their 
bodies to stay clean and in good health. 

Mrs Ball explained why we should wash our 
hands thoroughly to prevent the spreading of 
germs and reduce the risk of becoming unwell.  
The children recalled how it is also important 
to keep our bodies and teeth clean too. They 
explained the best way to brush their teeth 
thoroughly and the importance of remembering 
to clean them twice a day. 

Mrs Ball shared an important poster with the 
children which showed the “Balance of Good 
Health” wheel. It recommends that we eat a 
variety of different types of foods and why it is 
important for people to eat more of some foods 
than others. The children learned that there 
are no “bad foods”. All foods are good for us 
and vital parts of our health, but some foods, 
like those which contain fat or sugar, should be 
eaten in moderation. 

The children then used the food wheel to create 
their own balanced meals and drew and named 
examples from each of the main food groups. 
Mrs Ball even left the class some lovely role play 
foods to create their own balanced meals in 
the classroom, and to add to their supermarket 
area. She also introduced the children to her 
good friend Popeye, who loves to eat spinach 
to help him to grow strong muscles so that he is 
ready to save the day! 

Mrs Ball is also our very own superhero in 
school, caring for both the staff and children 
around school. While visiting us, Mrs Ball 
transformed into a superhero, wearing her 
special “cape”, which is also part of her nurse 
uniform.

One of Your Five a Day
In their food technology lessons, Year 1 have 
been learning about different fruits and 
vegetables. These lessons were very relevant to 
the children’s learning in science about the main 
food groups and the importance of eating a 
balanced diet. The children could also apply their 
learning from their special visitor Mrs Ball, who 
explained the importance of eating a variety of 
fruits and vegetables to provide the body with 
lots of necessary nutrients. 

The children revised the names of fruits and 
vegetables, while learning about some unfamiliar 
ones too. The class learned to recognise root 
vegetables and name those fruits which grow on 
trees compared to those which grow on bushes, 
closer to the ground. There were also plenty of 
opportunities to taste, smell and feel each of the 
foods, while learning how they can be prepared. 
The class made salads, vegetable sticks with 
hummus and prepared fruit using a wide variety 
of kitchen utensils. They also learned a few 
recipes and cooking methods for preparing the 
fruits and vegetables too!



ABC Adventures
On Tuesday 13th November, the Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 children were treated to a 
special visit from a children’s book author. 
Alina Crisan came to see the children to share 
her book, Professor Broccoli’s ABC Adventure 
at the Zoo. 

The story is a colourful exploration of the 
alphabet, and uses imaginative characters 
relevant to each letter. Each page explored 
the adventures of Professor Broccoli as he 
travelled around the zoo meeting all sorts of 
animals. There was a big brown and brave 
bear that flew off with balloons, and even 
an interesting iguana that was licking insect 
lollies too! The children were able to spot the 
similar sounds and identified the patterned 
language which contained alliteration. It was 
an excellent way for the children to apply 
their phonics skills, while learning the letter 
names and examples of adjectives or animals 
for each letter. 

At the end of the session, each class had the 
opportunity to purchase a signed copy of 
the book, including a furry Professor Broccoli 
bookmark. The children were in awe from not 
only listening to the story, but also having the 
opportunity to meet a real life author! 

The Reception and Key Stage 1 children 
would like to thank Mrs Holmes for providing 
them with this wonderful opportunity to have 
an author come to visit their classroom and 
share their book. It was certainly a fun-filled 
afternoon of story time!

Super Safe 
Superheroes
After learning about road safety 
and conducting parking surveys and 
observations of the area around their 
school, it was time for the Year 1 children to 
venture out further and put their superhero 
skills into practice. On Monday 19th 
November, the class went out on a local 
walk to help save the day and make sure 
Leamington was a safe place for cyclists, 
pedestrians and drivers. 

The children spotted lots of signs, road 
markings, different types of crossings and 
other features of paths and roads which 
helped to ensure all of the inhabitants could 
stay safe. The children identified safe places 
to cross roads, park cars and interpreted 
road signs, while explaining the purpose 
of each. They were quick to spot any cars 
parked on double yellow lines and could 
explain why it was unsafe to park in these 
areas. The class were very impressed with 
the cycle lanes and designated boxes near 
traffic lights, to ensure cyclists had enough 
space to ride carefully. 

Year 1 should definitely be commended on 
their first class ability to cross roads safely. 
They are able to use the green cross code 
and have excellent awareness of road safety 
and how to improve the safety of our local 
area further. They are now fully qualified 
road safety superheroes ready to take on 
any challenge!



Welcome Year 2!
Year 2 have been a brand new class this term, and settled in very quickly and nicely to our 

new classroom! We also have brand new teachers, Miss Fennell and Mrs Bhangal, as well 

as five new pupils: Annabelle, Esme, Mackenna, Maelann and Maggie.

Be the Best Version of Yourself
We were inspired by the Kingsley marketing campaign, which shows pupils holding multiple 
versions of themselves that reflect their personal interests. 2HF have recreated their own 
versions, showing what their aspirations are for then they grow up. Some wished to be vets, 
swimmers, artists, teachers and some even ice-cream makers! It has been lovely to work together 
to set ourselves goals for the future.

Baking Christmas
Year 2 designed their own Christmas jumpers 
using repeated patterns, and they used the 
Innovation Station and Cookery Corner to 
bake Christmas jumper cookies! They had to 
concentrate hard to measure out the ingredients 
accurately, bake for the correct time and then 
carefully decorated their cookies afterwards, 
adding repeated patterns in icing.



Harvest Festival
Pupils did us well and truly proud during our Harvest 

Festival Service at the Holy Trinity Church, presenting a 

wonderful programme of poems, readings, musical pieces 

and artwork.

Many thanks to everyone who donated food, toiletries and 

baby items to the Warwick & Leamington Foodbank. We 

collected an incredible 269kg (70kg up on last year!).



Greek Artists
Year 3 have discovered that we know 
lots about the ancient Greeks by the 
pottery that archaeologists have dug 
out of the ground. The group studied 
how the ancient Greeks made clay pots 
and they made their own pots from 
clay, painting Greek gods and Olympic 
athletes on their designs.

Greek Theatre
Year 3 have been learning the art 
of Greek theatre in their Creative 
Curriculum lessons. The pupils wrote 
plays based on the Greek myth ‘Theseus 
and the Minotaur’ and performed them 
as shadow plays. They also made card 
Greek theatre masks.

Greek Chefs
Year 3 have also enjoyed backing Greek 
breads in Cookery Corner!

Greek Day
Year 3 enjoyed an amazing finish to their 
Creative Curriculum project on the ancient 
Greeks by organising a Greek Day. The group 
dressed as Greeks, made Olympic cup cakes 
and gingerbread men, made Medusa masks 
and learned a Greek dance.



Natural Art
Year 3 have enjoyed the warm autumn 
weather during their Outdoor Education 
lessons at the Kingsley Playing Fields. The 
group created symmetrical pictures using 
natural items. They also created giant 
skeleton pictures using sticks, leaves, rocks 
and other natural items.

Makey Makey
Year 3 helped the girls in Year 12 with their 
Computing A Level by trialing their Makey 
Makey computer programs which allowed the 
group to test everyday objects like bananas and 
play dough for conductivity.

Nativity Silhouettes
Year 3 have enjoyed creating nativity 
silhouettes for the church art display, which 
have been on show for the carol services over 
the last week.

Greek Triremes
Year 3 have been designing and making 
Greek Trireme models in their DT lessons over 
the last few weeks.

License to Pen
Congratulations to Year 3 on achieving their 
pen licenses!



Foundation, Reception, Year 1 and 
Year 2 pupils put on a fantastic Nativity 
performance of ‘The Inn-Spectors’ on 
Wednesday 12th December.

‘The Inn-Spectors’ delighted a packed hall 
of family and friends in a performance 
that was dazzling, hilarious, and left us all 
bursting with pride. We’re sure that there 
wasn’t a dry eye in the house during the 
‘Can This Be True’ song!

Well done to everybody involved. If the 
Inn-Spectors were to have seen the show 
themselves, it would have been marked a 
big 10 out of 10!





Year 4 Become 
Dental Experts
In science, Year 4 have been learning about 
human teeth and their functions. They visited 
Reception and taught the girls and boys lots of 
interesting facts, such as why tooth brushing 
is important, how long you should brush your 
teeth for, and the differences between baby and 
adult teeth. Both year groups had lots of fun.

Outdoor Maths
Years 3 and 4 joined forces for their outdoor 
learning, completing a range of maths 
games focussing on number work using 
balls, beanbags and cones. In teams of 
eight, they were also given the challenge 
of swapping places with the team opposite 
them. Only one person was allowed on the 
spot at a time and diagonal moves were 
banned. This was extremely tricky, but one 
(very determined!) group was successful. 

In another outdoor maths lesson, Year 4 
used timers and tape measures to record 
decimal measurements of skipping, jumping 
and running activities. Back in class they put 
their measurements into order, rounding 
them to two decimal places.

European Day of 

Languages

Year 4 celebrated European Languages 

Day on Wednesday 26th September. 

The girls played bingo in Spanish 

and Russian, and were taught to say 

numbers in both languages by our very 

talented bilinguists, Isla and Sima.



Wriggly Worms
Year 4 have shown quite an interest in worms during their outdoor 
learning, so Mrs Divers surprised them by installing a wormery in the 
classroom. The ten wriggly residents will live in their new home for a 
month before being returned to where they were dug up from. Pupils 
are enjoying observing them and recording what they get up to!

Disgusterous 
Snozzcumbers
As part of their BFG topic, Year 4 had fun in 
the Cookery Corner. Having decided that 
the BFG had a very poor (and, quite frankly, 
disgusting!) diet of only snozzcumbers, 
pupils researched the vitamin and mineral 
content of different vegetables, before 
chopping and cooking them to make a 
delicious pasta sauce. Everyone agreed that 
the sauce was far tastier and healthier than 
snozzcumbers!

Character 
Descriptions
Year 4 have been writing character descriptions in English. Working in pairs, they were challenged to use the range of vocabulary and writing techniques they have learned so far in Year 4. Sima and India were given a picture of a soldier and came up with this incredible description:

“A lonely walker strode along valiantly. His many items of baggage weighed him down greatly. His vacant face was hidden by his battered army helmet. His black, 

dirty hands held a dark empty gun (waiting to be used again!). His broken boots sunk into the gravel of the deserted waste land. The stranger’s undivulged body poured blood that seeped into his heavy suit. The sky was dark grey, miserable and seemed to never end. Splash! Rain started to pour. His hands turned pale again. It was the beginning of his teenage life.”



Year 5’s Space Museum

Let us present the Year 5 classroom, or, is it a space 

museum? As part of their Creative Curriculum topic, 

which covered many aspects of Space, Year 5 pupils 

created a fantastic display of their work. Keen to make 

their ‘Space Learning Zone’ as informative as possible, 

they even included explanations of how we know the 

Earth is round and how Galileo discovered that the 

Earth orbits the sun!

Art Inspired by Our 
Solar System
As a starting point for Peter Thorpe 
inspired art compositions, Year 5 looked at 
and developed artworks based on a variety 
of nebulae.  These were some of the pupils’ 
initial ideas. Don’t they look out of this 
world?!



Drawing With Scissors
Year 5 started their art lessons with a look at 
Henri Matisse’s cartoons, the final artworks of 
his long career. They explored using different 
materials - not just pencils, pastels and paint - 
to create their compositions (a method which 
Matisse described as ‘drawing with scissors’). 
Most of his cutouts were free-form. In free-
form art, the shapes are irregular and non-
geometric.

The Iron Man 
Year 5’s English lessons have been 
based on ‘The Iron Man’ by Ted Hughes. 
They used drama to develop a greater 
understanding of characterisation and 
explore the relationships and interactions 
characters have during a confrontation. They 
collaborated with a partner to add dialogue 
and create lines for different characters, 
describing how these would be delivered 
and suggesting appropriate speech verbs 
and adverbs!

Maths Games Galore!
To ensure everyone in Year 5 knew their times 
tables to perfection, they worked collaboratively 
to devise a set of innovative games to play to 
practise learning times table facts.



Creative Curriculum 
Comes Alive on the 
Moon! 
Living on the Moon in the 21st 
century and beyond... Year 5 
became moon-base designers! 

Obviously, we need to travel 
around the moon so pupils also 

designed lunar vehicles… 

Dramatic 
Storytelling 
Year 5 have been using 
drama to tell the story of 
Kevin Crossley Holland’s 
mystery story, ‘Hunted’.



What Is Kingsley Made Of?

Year 5 scientists have been 
investigating the different materials 
used to construct The Kingsley School. 
They looked carefully for signs of wear 
and tear and weathering and recorded 
their findings, which lead to some 
interesting discussions back in the 
classroom.

Merry Christmas and a happy 

New Year from all of Year 5!



Show Time!

Year 6 pupils were given the brief of 
creating a short puppet play for their 

Kingsley brothers and sisters in Reception. 
They chose a fairytale or nursery rhyme 

on which to base their performances 
and extracted the core components and 
key messages. Next, they drew costume 

designs and created spoon-puppets 
using an assortment of furs, felts, feathers 
and googly eyes. They wrote scripts and 
practised the plays in front of their peers. 
The final performances were extremely 

creative and pupils demonstrated excellent 
group working skills.

A Visit to the 

Town Hall
On Monday 5th November, Year 6 visited 

the Town Hall and had the pleasure of 

meeting the Lord Mayor. They had a 

wonderful time learning all about their 

local counsellors, how democracy works 

and the history of votes for women. They 

even had the opportunity to pass their 

own vote using a real voting booth and 

ballot box!



Fighting Fit!
Year 6 have really enjoyed learning all about 
the human body and how to maintain a 
healthy lifestyle through exercise and a 
balanced diet. They particularly enjoyed 
researching the lifestyles of famous athletes 
and measuring their own heart rates (BPM) 
at rest and after exercise. The girls also 
planned and delivered their own PE lesson 
for the Key Stage 1 students - everyone felt 
fighting fit afterwards!

Year 6 Poetry
This half-term Year 6 have been learning 
about poetry and poetic terminology. 
They started by studying a range of 
poems written between 1914 and 1918 
to celebrate the centenary of World War 
One. They then wrote their own poetry 
based on the theme of war. Next, they 
looked at famous ballads such as ‘The 
Highwayman’ by Alfred Noyes and ‘The 

Lady of Shallot’ by Alfred Lord Tennyson, 
learning how poetry can be used to share 
stories across different generations. They 
also learned about performance poetry 
and created their own dramatic reading of 
Roald Dahl’s ‘The Three Little Pigs’, which 
they delivered with great gusto in our end 
of year assembly. Excellent effort Year 6; 
The Kingsley Prep School has some very 
talented poets in its midst!



The Prep Leadership Team...



Dates for the Diary...

Year 5 and 6 Hockey
Pupils from Years 5 and 6 played brilliantly 
against the Crescent School on Wednesday 12th 
December, with our Year 5 team winning 2-0 (with 
goals from Claudia and Margaux) and our Year 
6 team winning 2-1 (with goals from Tilly and 
Larissa). Well done to all involved!

Tuesday 25th December - Christmas Day. Merry Christmas!

Tuesday 1st January - New Year’s Day. Happy New Year!

Monday 7th January - INSET Day, school closed.
Tuesday 8th January - Term begins, welcome back!
Tuesday 8th January - No squad games.
Thursday 10th January - Swimming resumes.
Thursday 10th January - VP Tennis resumes.
Monday 14th January - Kingsley Art Competition Submission Deadline,  
              Reception to Year 11. Theme:  ‘At Night’.
Tuesday 15th  January - Dance Express resumes.
Tuesday 15th January - Squad games resumes.
Wednesday 30th January - Year 6 Trip to RSC Workshop AM.




