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Ethan’s Voice by Rachel Carter  

This unusual and thoroughly engaging novel tells the story of a 
boy who stopped speaking when he was six, though he can't 
remember why. 
He lives on a houseboat, where his parents have educated him 
since he became mute. One day his social worker raises the 
prospect of his returning to school, making Ethan sick with dread. 
A new boat moors up nearby, and he befriends a girl his own age, 
Polly, who's fun, adventurous, and doesn't seem to care that he 
doesn't talk. And this makes Ethan realise that he really does 
want to speak again – if, after all this time, he can bring himself 
to. It's simply told but compelling, and I spent the whole book 
willing Ethan to say something. 
 

 

 

 

Mistress of the Storm by M. L. Welsh 

Verity Gallant is the oldest child in her family. She's rather plain 
and awkward, feels a bit like a social outcast at school, and 
stumbles along at home too where her beautiful, blonde, sweet 
little sister Poppy is obviously the favourite. One day Verity 
discovers a mysterious stranger in the library reading a strange 
book. He runs away when he sees her, taking the book with him, 
but Verity chases after him, following him down to the shore 
where he gets into a boat ready to row away. He gives the book 
to her when she challenges him, along with a mysterious round 
object. This seemingly innocuous event brings about huge 
changes in Verity's life. Having been ignorant about her family's 
history she begins to research about the gentry, with the help of 
her friends, and discovers skills and strengths that she never 
knew she had. Just in time too, for as the mysterious stranger 
tells her, the storm is coming... 

Sisterland by Linda Newbery 

Hilly's German grandmother, HeidiGran, comes to live with her 
family after she gets Alzheimer's disease; but as her mind 
becomes more muddled, secrets from her memories of life during 
the Second World War start to emerge. Why does HeidiGran keep 
talking about a girl called Rachel? And why does she make racist 
remarks about Hilly's friend, Reuben? As Hilly struggles to cope 
with revelations about her family's past, she encounters racism 
and prejudice for herself when a friend becomes the victim of a 
mindless attack. She also falls in love for the first time. This is a 
wonderfully evocative novel exploring the recurring prejudices 
that affect every generation. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ballet Shoes by Noel Streatfeild 

 

Pauline, Petrova and Posy Fossil are sisters - with a difference. All 
three were adopted as babies by Great Uncle Matthew, an eccentric 
and rich explorer who then disappeared, leaving them in the care of 
his niece Sylvia. The girls grow up in comfort until their money 
begins to run out and nobody can find Great Uncle Matthew. Things 
look bleak until they hit on an inspired idea: Pauline, Petrova and 
Posy will take to the stage. But it's not long before the Fossils learn 
that being a star isn't as easy as they first thought... 

A Series of Unfortunate Events by Lemony Snicket 

A Series of Unfortunate Events is a series of thirteen 
children's novels by Lemony Snicket, the pen name of 
American author Daniel Handler. The books follow the 
turbulent lives of Violet, Klaus, and Sunny Baudelaire. After 
their parents' death in a fire, the children are placed in the 
custody of a murderous relative, Count Olaf, who attempts 
to steal their inheritance and, later, orchestrates numerous 
disasters with the help of his accomplices as the children 
attempt to flee. As the plot progresses, the Baudelaires 
gradually confront further mysteries surrounding their family 
and deep conspiracies involving a secret society known as 
V.F.D., with connections to both Olaf and their parents. The 
series is narrated by Snicket, who dedicates each of his 
works to his deceased love interest, Beatrice, and often 
attempts to dissuade the reader from continuing to read the 
Baudelaires' story. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Spiderwick Chronicles 
By Tony Diterlizzi and Holly Black 

 

This series chronicles the adventures of the Grace children, twins 
Simon and Jared and their older sister Mallory, after they move 
into the Spiderwick Estate and discover a world of faeries that 
they never knew existed. 
This book is filled with details about faeries, boggarts, brownies, 
and the like, but these are not your Disney fairies -- for the most 
part they are neither cute nor friendly. At first only Jared is 
interested, but strange and destructive things are happening 
around the house, and though their mother blames Jared, his 
siblings aren't so sure. 
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The Silver Sword by Ian Seraillier 

If you meet Ruth or Edek or Bronia, you must tell them I'm going 
to Switzerland to find their mother. Tell them to follow as soon as 
they can Having lost their parents in the chaos of war, Ruth, Edek 
and Bronia are left alone to fend for themselves and hide from the 
Nazis amid the rubble and ruins of their city. They meet a ragged 
orphan boy, Jan, who treasures a paperknife - a silver sword - 
which was entrusted to him by an escaped prisoner of war. The 
three children realise that the escapee was their father, the silver 
sword a message that he is alive and searching for them. Together 
with Jan they begin a dangerous journey across the battlefields of 
Europe to find their parents. 

Return to the Secret Garden by Holly Webb 
It's 1939 and a group of children have been evacuated to 
Misselthwaite Hall. Emmie is far from happy to have been 
separated from her cat and sent to a huge old mansion. But soon 
she starts discovering the secrets of the house - a boy crying at 
night, a diary written by a girl named Mary and a garden. A very 
secret garden... 

 

Framed by Frank Cottrell Boyce 
Dylan is the only boy living in the tiny Welsh town of Manod. His 
parents run the Snowdonia Oasis Auto Marvel garage—and 
when he's not trying to persuade his sisters to play football, 
Dylan is in charge of the petrol log. And, that means he gets to 
keep track of everyone coming in and out of Manod- what car 
they drive, what they're called, even their favourite flavour of 
crisps. But when a mysterious convoy of lorries trundles up the 
misty mountainside towards an old, disused mine, even Dylan is 
confounded. Who are these people and what have they got to 
hide? This is a story inspired by a press cutting describing how, 
during WWII, the treasured contents of London's National 
Gallery were stored in Welsh slate mines. Once a month, a 
morale-boosting masterpiece would be unveiled in the village 
and then returned to London for viewing. This is a funny and 
touching exploration of how art — its beauty and its value — 
touches the life of one little boy and his big family in a very 
small town. 
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The Power of Five Raven’s Gate by Anthony Horowitz 
 
Ravens Gate is the first in The Power of Five series. It is a fast-paced 
novel with lots of suspense that makes this author a favourite. 
Matthew Freeman has a criminal record. When he takes it a step too 
far, he is made to leave his Aunt, who had looked after him since his 
parents died in a car crash six years ago. 
He is put on the LEAF project: Liberty and Education Achieved by 
Fostering. Matt is sent out to Lesser Malling, a remote village in 
Yorkshire, to live with Mrs Deverill, a widowed old woman. 
Matt is forced to work on the farm, and soon realises that something 
is wrong with his Foster parent, with the whole village. The only 
person who tried to help him was murdered, and left him a single 
clue - Ravens Gate. 

 We are all made of Molecules by Susin Nielsen 
 
Meet Stewart. He’s geeky, gifted and sees things a bit differently 
to most people. His mum has died and he misses her all the more 
now he and Dad have moved in with Ashley and her mum. 
Meet Ashley. She’s popular, cool and sees things very differently 
to her new family. Her dad has come out and moved out – but 
not far enough. And now she has to live with a freakazoid step-
brother. 

Stewart can’t quite fit in at his new school, and Ashley can’t quite 
get used to her totally awkward home, which is now filled with 
some rather questionable decor. And things are about to get a 
whole lot more mixed up when these two very different people 
attract the attention of school hunk Jared. . . 

 
 

Alone on a wide wide sea by Michael Morpurgo 
 
There were dozens of us on the ship, all up on deck for the leaving 
of Liverpool, gulls wheeling and crying over our heads, calling 
good-bye! That is all I remember of England. 
When six-year-old orphan Arthur Hobhouse is shipped to Australia 
after WWII he loses his sister, his country and everything he 
knows. Overcoming enormous hardships with fellow orphan 
Marty, Arthur is finally saved by the extraordinary people he 
meets and by his talent for boat-design and sailing. 
Now he has built a special boat for his daughter Allie - a solo yacht 
designed to carry her to England in search of his long-lost sister. 
Will the threads of Arthur’s life finally com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The London Eye Mystery By Siobhan Dowd 

Ted and Kat watched their cousin Salim board the London Eye. 
But after half an hour it landed and everyone trooped off – 
except Salim. Where could he have gone? How on earth could 
he have disappeared into thin air? Ted and his older sister, Kat, 
become sleuthing partners, since the police are having no luck. 
Despite their prickly relationship, they overcome their 
differences to follow a trail of clues across London in a desperate 
bid to find their cousin. And ultimately it comes down to Ted, 
whose brain works in its own very unique way, to find the key to 
the mystery. 

 

Tanglewreck by Jenette Winterson 

But Time is big business, and whoever gets control of Time 
controls life as we know it! In a house called Tanglewreck 
lives a girl called Silver and her guardian Mrs Rokabye. 
Unbeknown to Silver there is a family treasure in the form 
of a seventeenth-century watch called the Timekeeper, and 
this treasure holds the key to the mysterious and 
frightening changes in time. When Silver goes on the run to 
try and protect herself and the Timekeeper, a remarkable 
and compelling adventure unfolds, full of brilliance and wit, 
as is befitting an author with the imagination and style of 
Jeanette Winterson. 

 

Ruby Redfort Look Into My Eyes  
By Lauren Child 

 

Ruby Redfort, the super-awesome new creation from multi-
million-copy bestseller Lauren Child! Ruby Redfort: she's a 
genius code-cracker, a daring detective, and a gadget-laden 
special agent who just happens to be a thirteen-year-old girl. 
She and her slick side-kick butler, Hitch, foil crimes and get 
into loads of scrapes with evil villains, but they're always ice-
cool in a crisis. 
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Smart by Kim Slater  
 
‘I found Jean’s friend dead in the river. His name was Colin 
Kirk. He was a homeless man, but he still wanted to live.’ 
There’s been a murder, but the police don’t care. It was only a 
homeless old man after all. 
Kieran cares. He’s made a promise, and when you say 
something out loud, that means you’re going to do it, for real. 
He’s going to find out what really happened. To Colin. And to 
his grandma, who just stopped coming round one day. It’s a 
good job Kieran’s a master of observation, and knows all the 
detective tricks of the trade. 
But being a detective is difficult when you’re Kieran Woods. 
When you’re amazing at drawing but terrible at fitting in. And 
when there are dangerous secrets everywhere, not just 
outside, but under your own roof. 
 
The Weight of Water by Sarah Crossan 
 
The Weight of Water is a book entirely written in poetry. It 
helps you understand how refugees feel and how hard it can 
be a foreigner in a strange country. 
This book is about a Polish girl called Kasienka, who comes to 
England with her mother to find her long last father who 
abandoned them when she was very young. When she goes to 
a secondary school in Coventry, and she is treated as an 
outsider and an intruder. The girls at her school laugh at her 
and make fun of her, calling her a Polish lesbian, basing that on 
her her hairy armpits and short hair. There is a school bully 
called Claire who torments her and makes her life misery. 
Luckily she finds one adult she can confide in as she is suffering 
from depression. Various events happen in the book which 
taught me ways of dealing with bullies and also taught me that 
persevering with something that you really want can be very 
worthwhile. 

Shine by Kate Maryon 
 
Tiff's mum is a thief and she's about to get caught…Twelve-
year-old Tiff loves her mum, Carla, who is glitzy and fun and 
always coming home with shiny new amazing stuff. The 
trouble is, Tiff's mum doesn't buy things, she takes them. The 
fact is, Tiff's mum is a thief… 
When Carla gets caught, Tiff’s shiny life is ruined. She's packed 
off to a remote island to live with Carla's family. A family her 
mum never even talks about and that Tiff has never even met! 
How can she survive in this dull, dull place? 
But the island of Sark isn't as awful as Tiff imagined it would 
be. The islanders are kind and honest and she's happy 
spending time with them. So three months later, when it's 
finally time for her mum to join her, Tiff can't help feeling 
more than a little bit worried… 
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Chinese Cinderella by Adeline Yen Mah 

 

Chinese Cinderella is an autobiography for children based on the 
bestselling Falling Leaves by Adeline Yen Mah. 
Jung-ling's family considers her bad luck because her mother died 
giving birth to her. They discriminate against her and make her feel 
unwanted yet she yearns and continuously strives for her parents' 
love. Her stepmother is vindictive and cruel and her father 
dismissive. Jung-ling grows up to be an academic child, with a 
natural ability for writing. Only her aunt and grandfather offer her 
any love and kindness. The story is of survival in the light of the 
mental and physical cruelty of her stepmother and the disloyalty of 
her siblings. Jung-ling blossoms in spite of everything and the story 
ends as her father agrees to let her study in England. 

Parvana’s Journey by Deborah Ellis 

A war is raging in Afghanistan as a coalition of Western forces tries to 
oust the Taliban by bombing the country. Parvana's father has died, 
and her mother, sister, and brother have gone to a faraway wedding, 
not knowing what has happened to her father. Parvana doesn't know 
where they are, but sets out alone to find them -- masquerading as a 
boy. Her journey only becomes more perilous as the bombs begin to 
fall. Making her way across the desolate Afghan countryside, she 
meets other children who are strays from the war: an infant boy in a 
bombed-out village, a nine-year-old girl who believes she has magical 
powers over land mines, and a boy with one leg. The children travel 
together because it is easier than being alone. As they forge their own 
family in the war zone that Afghanistan has become, their resilience, 
imagination and luck help them survive. 

 

The Diary of Anne Frank 

 

In July 1942, thirteen-year-old Anne Frank and her family, fleeing the 
occupation, went into hiding in an Amsterdam warehouse. Over the 
next two years Anne vividly describes in her diary the frustrations of 
living in such close quarters, and her thoughts, feelings and longings as 
she grows up. Her diary ends abruptly when, in August 1944, they were 
all betrayed. 
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The Sword in the Stone by T.H. White 

 

The extraordinary story of a boy called Wart - ignored by 
everyone except his tutor, Merlyn - who goes on to 
become King Arthur. When Merlyn the magician comes to 
tutor Sir Ector's sons Kay and then Wart, schoolwork 
suddenly becomes much more fun. After all, who 
wouldn't enjoy being turned into a fish, or a badger, or a 
snake? But Merlyn has very particular plans for the Wart. 

Anne of Green Gables by L.M. Montgomery 

 

Marilla and Matthew Cuthbert are in for a big surprise. They 
are waiting for an orphan boy to help with the work at Green 
Gables – but a skinny, red-haired girl turns up instead. Feisty 
and full of spirit, Anne Shirley charms her way into the 
Cuthberts' affection with her vivid imagination and constant 
chatter. It's not long before Anne finds herself in trouble, but 
soon it becomes impossible for the Cuthberts to imagine life 
without 'their' Anne – and for the people of Avonlea to recall 
what it was like before this wildly creative little girl whirled 
into town. 

A Little Princess by Frances Hodgson Burnett 

 

When Sara Crewe, the seven-year-old daughter of a rich and 
loving father, arrives at her new school in London from India, 
she is nicknamed the Little Princess by her classmates. She 
has all the comfort and fine things she could want, but she 
also reveals a kind and loving heart, a lively mind and a rich 
imagination. When her father dies, bankrupt, Sara is suddenly 
reduced to a life of poverty and is forced to live in a cold, 
damp attic, with only her dreams to support her. But will they 
be enough? 
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Little Women by Louisa May Alcott  

This is a book to read young, grow up with and then read again. Set in 
the midst of the American Civil War, it follows the dreams and journeys 
of four teenage sisters, with their wise and supportive ‘Marmee’, whose 
father is away at the Front (lots of letter writing involved). To understand 
their lives is to appreciate the past during a fascinating and difficult time 
in American history. This is recommended for anyone who wishes to 
develop their reading and writing skills, as well as dive into a great 
classic! It is a truly important book, and written so beautifully. 

 

Available in The Kingsley School LRC and the school’s e-library. 

 

A Seven-Letter Word by Kim Slater 

The second novel from the writer of Smart, and just as fantastic, heart-
breaking and clever. Enter the life of Finlay, whose mother has vanished 
without a trace. School’s no good, especially as he gets bullied because 
of his stutter (7) – a stutter that won’t seem to go away now his mum’s 
not there. And then there’s Scrabble (online!); just as Smart gave us lots 
of interesting facts about painting, each chapter’s title presents a 
fascinating Scrabble in among a world of mystery, student-come-
detective and self-discovery in a series of letters and heart-felt thoughts 
from the wonderful Finlay. 

 

Available in The Kingsley School LRC 

 

One by Sarah Crossan 

A wonderfully creative collection of poems, set out to form a sweet and 
sad story of Grace and Tippi, two American teenage twins – conjoined 
twins - facing life in a ‘normal’ school after being taught at home all their 
lives. It wouldn’t be so bad if they were like everyone else, but then they 
meet Jon and Yasmeen, their first friends. Normal gets a new meaning, 
along with freedom, friendship and the bond between sisters. This book 
won the Carnegie Award 2016. 

 

Available in The Kingsley School LRC. 

 

 

 



The Storm by Virginia Bergin 

The next instalment from Ruby’s journey to survive in a dystopian world. 
First came the acid rain, burning your skin at the first touch, and now the 
storm. Love her or hate her, follow unlikely heroin Ruby as she continues 
her journey to find her father. Ruby is beginning to realise her father 
might be dead, and that she cannot survive alone. When a chance 
encounter lands her back in the army camp, Ruby thinks she is safe – at a 
price. 

When she realises what is going on, that the army is searching for a cure 
by experimenting on human subjects, Ruby discovers that she’s not 
useless at all… 

Written with a sense of humour to fill the gaps in a truly terrific horror 
story, this book is even more action packed and crazy than The Rain.  

 

A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle 

Born into a family of scientists, Meg is the black sheep of her family. 
She’s also rather naughty, and as well as getting into trouble at school, is 
prone to not getting on well with her family. A scatterbrain, a trouble-
maker, her family and teachers say she will never become a scientist. 
Then, one stormy night, her scientist father goes missing, and it’s up 
Meg to find him. This is fantastic sci-fantasy, wonderfully written with an 
original journey into an unknown and beautiful world. A classic that 
should be read by keen sci-fi and fantasy enthusiasts. 

 

Available in The Kingsley School LRC. 

 

 

 

Mutant Rising by Steve Feasey 

What if you were a mind-reader, a time-stopper, or even a healer? These 
are just some of the powers that Rush and his brothers and sisters have, 
X-Men style, and, thanks to a chemical war years ago, they’re divided 
between the pure and the damaged of society. It’s sci-fi meets crime-
horror, and now the kids of a scorched earth must continue to fight 
against a corrupt government to save not only themselves but the rest of 
humanity.  

A brilliant follow-up to Mutant City, packed with action, adventure and a 
collection of unlikely heroes. Perfect for fans of X-Men, Charlie Higson 
and action-packed sci-fi spectaculars. 

Available in The Kingsley School LRC. 



Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys 

It's early 1945 and a group of people trek across Germany, bound 
together by their desperation to reach the ship that can take them away 
from the war-ravaged land. Four young people, each haunted by their 
own dark secret, narrate their unforgettable stories. As beautiful as The 
Book Thief, and written so convincingly, this inspirational novel is based 
on a true story from the Second World War. 

From the people who brought us Zoella and Wimpy Kid, this equally 
enticing book is a new take on the tail end of war, with warm and human 
characters, who breathe new life into one of the world’s most terrible 
and neglected tragedies. 

 Available in The Kingsley School LRC 

 

Lie Kill Walk Away by Matt Dickinson 
This book won the Warwickshire Secondary Book Awards 2018  
LIE 
I check the Range Rover dash. The keys are in there. 
The sirens are closing in. There s a police helicopter coming over the hospital 
KILL 
I have to decide. Decide right now. I can keep out of trouble. Not get involved. 
Just run away through the park and go home and pretend none of this has 
happened. 
Or I can help Becca. 
WALK AWAY 
I stare into her eyes. Those deep blue eyes. Just for a split second. 
I tell her, get in the car . 
Joe and Becca uncover a deadly secret. A lethal bioweapon is about to be 
unleashed. Millions will suffer a terrible death. 
Now they are being hunted down. 

         And their problems have only just begun ...  
                     Available in The Kingsley School LRC 

 

A Dangerous Crossing by Jane Mitchell 

Ghalib doesn't want to leave his home in Syria. But the city has become 
too dangerous, and his family has no choice but to flee. Together they 
make their way through Syria to the Turkish border, where Ghalib gets 
separated from his family. Stricken with grief and fear, fighting cold, 
pain and hunger, he manages to make it to a refugee camp in Turkey. 
Ghalib is safe for now, but life in a refugee camp is wretched and 
hopeless, and this boy's journey in search of safety is far from over. 
Based on true accounts and real Syrian children, A Dangerous Crossing 
is the story of one boy's search for refuge. 

 

Available in The Kingsley School LRC 
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Cleo by Lucy Coats 

History meets mythology in this wonderful and clever first book of two. 
From the perspective of the famous Cleopatra as you’ve never imagined, 
learn about the Egyptian gods, cruel practices in Alexandria, and her 
journey back to the throne. As the younger Cleopatra survives teenage 
life before becoming queen, you’ll realise she’s the most famous queen 
in history for good reason! 

A fascinating book, great depiction of religious faith and raw descriptions 
of the desperate cruelties practised, which make it very much a gripping 
adventure story.  

Available in The Kingsley School LRC. 

 

 

Withering Tights by Louise Rennison 

There is a genius somewhere inside Tallulah Casey, who’s the younger 
cousin of the equally eccentric and confessional Georgia Nicolson. While 
she struggles to comprehend the difficult things in life, such as boys, high 
heels and Yorkshire, Tallulah begins to make friends in a tiny northern 
village, where she’s enrolled on a performing arts course for the summer 
holidays. Tallulah desperately wants to impress her teachers to ensure 
she can stay at the school past the end of the summer but there’s just 
one problem: unlike her friends, who are an all-singing all-dancing 
performance group, Tallulah can't seem to get anything quite right. That 
is, until a new teacher sees her potential. This is teen diary writing on 
another level. 

Available in the school’s e-library. 

 

My Family and Other Animals by Gerald Durrell 

Set on the sunny island of Corfu, the world of happy go lucky Gerry is 
filled with excitement and laughter. One day, his family are sitting in their 
living room on a cold winter’s day, the outbreak of flu looming, when 
they have an idea: why not move to a Greek island where it’s warm and 
sunny? So they do. Corfu is like another world; with shining white villas 
and a clear blue sea, not to mention the array of exotic animals to be 
found! This is a modern classic, not only because it is timelessly written 
but because the characters are so dazzling. This is an autobiography that 
can be enjoyed by children and adults; the perfect family book. 

 

Available in The Kingsley School LRC. 



Salem Brownstone: All Along the Watchtowers by 
John Harris Dunning 

A gothic fantasy graphic novel, this tale, all in black and white, is 
grotesque and ghostly. Salem Brown’s father has just died, and he’s been 
sent a telegram to tell him of his inheritance from a mysteriously penned 
‘Lola Q’. The charming Cassandra and her troupe of contortionists, totally 
stylish and other-worldly, are there to help him find her – or are they? 
This book will appeal to teenagers with a sense of adventure and fantasy, 
and will make this a read to revisit time and again. It is also beautifully 
written, and elegantly illustrated. 

Available in The Kingsley School LRC. 

 

The Colour of Magic (Discworld #1) by Terry Pratchett  

A world within a world, as well as books within the actual book, this is the 
first of a huge comical-fantasy series, set on Discworld: a surface of earth 
that rests on four elephants and a giant tortoise. The Colour of Magic is 
the beginning of a long journey for the quick-witted but cowardly wizard 
Rinceweed, whose job seems to be meeting people, running away from 
people, and getting into trouble. He’s a failed student for one thing, and 
utterly lazy, but he’s bound for greatness, kind of like Bilbo Baggins in The 
Lord of the Rings. The characters along the way are some of the most 
inventive you’ll ever meet, such as The Luggage (a suitcase with legs) and 
Blind Io, king of the gods. A snowballing classic full of magic, myth and 
fairy tales with a twist. 

Available in The Kingsley School LRC. 

 

 

The Girl Who Could Silence the Wind by Meg Medina  

On the night Sonia Ocampo was born, a storm was raging. As she came 
into the world, it stopped and from then on she was considered a good 
luck charm to all around her – not allowed to do anything but help 
people get on with their lives without having her own freedom, like her 
brother.  

Then comes the horrific day when one of Sonia’s prayers isn’t answered, 
and a local boy ends up dead. For the first time, Sonia is not known as a 
spiritual link to God, and is free to start dreaming. However, she’s not 
quite sure just what to dream about… 

A beautiful story about culture, class and identity. 

 



Five Children on the Western Front by Kate Saunders 

Set in the light of the First World War, this is a beautifully written story, 
and based on E. Nesbit’s fantastical classic Five Children and It. In this 
book, it’s 1914 and the ‘bigguns’ are off to fight in the war, leaving the 
remaining Pemberton children to welcome back the mysterious 
psammead. Once a powerful sand god in ancient Egypt, his crimes 
against humanity reduced him to tiny proportions – can he now redeem 
his past atrocities with the help of the Pemberton family, and what will 
the effects of war have on all of them? A clever, sensitive and bold 
retelling of an important time in history. 
Available in The Kingsley School LRC. 

 

 

Sabriel by Garth Nix 

Strange, deep, spooky and smart, this is a fantastic start to a trilogy for 
students who love dark fantasy, and want to develop their reading. Sent 
to a boarding school as a young child, Sabriel has had little experience 
with the power of Free Magic, or the Dead who refuse to stay dead. After 
her father goes missing, Sabriel comes across Mogget, a cat whose 
distant nature hardly conceals its malicious spirit. Faced with evil 
everywhere, Sabriel embarks on a journey that will bring her face to face 
with her own destiny, as well as her fears. 

Sabriel is an addictive heroin within a realistic fantasy world that you 
won’t want to leave. 
Available in The Kingsley School LRC. 

 

Riverkeep by Martin Stewart 

Fifteen year old Wulliam is dreading taking up his family's mantle of 
Riverkeep, tending the river and fishing corpses from its treacherous 
waters. But then everything changes. One night his father is possessed by 
a dark spirit, and Wull hears that a cure lurks deep within the great sea-
beast, known as the mormorach. He realises he must go on an epic 
journey to find it, or lose Pappa forever. 

A stunning debut perfect for fans of Patrick Ness and Neil Gaiman, this 
story is told with comedy and emotion, and blends mythology, nature 
and horror together. Definitely recommended to improve reading. 

 

 



Brace Mouth, False Teeth by Sita Brahmachari 

Work experience in a care home for the elderly is not what Zeni thought 
she would be doing, except it’s not like she imagined at all. Zeni's week 
goes from bad to worse when she is fitted for braces and then sent to 
Magnolia Gardens Care Home. But then Zeni meets Alice, an old lady with 
a story to tell and some lost false teeth to find. As Zeni takes on the 
challenge of finding the missing teeth, an unexpected friendship grows 
between the pair and as Zeni learns more about Alice's life, she also 
comes to understand the power of stories. A heartwarming tale of wit, 
warmth, friendship and self-confidence. This book has a dyslexia-friendly 
layout, typeface and paperstock so that even more readers can enjoy it. 

Available in The Kingsley School LRC. 

  

Finding Cherokee Brown by Siobhan Curham 

Claire Weeks is timid, lonely, and characterised by a limp. On the other 
hand, Cherokee Brown is confident, cool, and unafraid to stand up for 
herself. On her fifteenth birthday, Claire discovers that her birth name 
was actually Cherokee Brown, and that her birth father, who had 
supposedly abandoned her for America, has been living just a tube 
journey away from her for over a decade. Meeting her father, Claire 
discovers a whole new side to her life that she couldn't have imagined. 
Spurred on by this rush of self-discovery Claire decides to embrace 
Cherokee and all that she stands for.  

For fans of the Girl Online and Jandy Nelson books. 

 

 

 

The Baking Life of Amelie Day by Vanessa Curtis 

Amelie Day loves to bake, so she’s thrilled when she’s invited to compete 
in Britain’s Best Teen Baker of the Year. But Amelie has Cystic Fibrosis, 
and some days she can barely breathe. Determined not to let her 
condition, or her mum, stop her taking part, Amelie musters all her flour 
power, but will it be enough to get her there? 

An inspiring and thought provoking tale, with an insight into a life with a 
life-limiting condition. You will fall in love with Amelie’s family and her 
incredible friends, so be prepared for an adventure in baking – like no 
other! 

  
 


