
Welcome back to the new Autumn Term!
This newsletter has a parental focus with advice to support parents, 
particularly those attending the Year 10 and 11 Parent Information 
Evenings this term.  As a parent, you are the no.1 influence on your child’s 
early career decisions!

• What kind of careers advisor are you?
• How do you prepare your children for jobs that don’t yet exist?
• Why are apprenticeships on the rise?

EY (one of the big 4 professional services firms) has launched a new 
careers resource dedicated solely to parents. This valuable resource 
provides you with careers information on the options available to young 
people today, and what the future of the work might look like for them, to 
help you have better career conversations with your children. 
http://ukcareers.ey.com/parents

Modern careers education is as much about inspiration as it is advice! A 
good awareness of skills and strengths is a great place for your daughter 
to start. Rather than focusing on ‘what do you want to do?’ (role based), 
think ‘what could you be?’ (self-based).  Exploring what they love to do is 
a great start to finding a job they will love to do.

If you prefer a fun way into these early careers conversations with your 
daughter, take two minutes to visit http://icould.com/buzz and start 
exploring careers by considering their strengths and preferences.  Find 
out who is a Clown Fish or who is a Black Bear in your family!

Choices ahead?
A Which? Survey in 2016 revealed 30% of 18 year olds at university 
wished they had chosen different A-level options.  Use the A-level 
explorer (https://university.which.co.uk/advice/a-level-choices) tool to 
link possible A-level choices to potential university courses. 

Thinking about what to study in the future? Points for your daughters to 
consider:

• Their strongest subjects? But also, what do they enjoy the most?
• What areas of study particularly interest them? 
• What career would they like to have? 
• Predicted grades?
https://university.which.co.uk/advice/a-level-choices/six-things-you-need-
to-know-before-making-your-a-level-choices 

CAREERS SUPPORT 
FOR PARENTS
SEPTEMBER 2017

What is a...?
Sponsored Degree Programme
A partnership degree with a university and a 
specific employer, usually a specific university 
(can be full-time or part-time). Tuition costs often 
covered or contributed to by the employer.  Gain 
degree and work experience, making you more 
employable.  See http://www.thescholarshiphub.
org.uk/degree-apprenticeships/guide/overview for 
more information.

Scholarship Programme
Student receives a contribution towards admission 
fees. There may be paid internships or placement 
years with the company, e.g. Army, Navy and RAF, 
Deloitte, EY, KPMG, IBM, Nestle, PwC (Flying 
Start degree programme – fast track route to 
becoming a chartered accountant). Also referred 
to as ‘training programmes’ and ‘undergraduate 
apprenticeships’, even ‘school leaver programme’. 
Ensure you check what the company is offering.  
IBM also offer IBM Futures scheme (http://
www-05.ibm.com/employment/uk-en/school.
html?=startyourjourney), which is a 12-month paid 
gap year. 

Degree Level Apprenticeship
A combination of paid employment whilst studying 
for a degree. Courses designed in partnership 
with employers, e.g. Cap Gemini, Accenture and 
JLR.  Many of today’s young people are eschewing 
university in favour of higher or degree level 
apprenticeships, choosing to earn and learn at the 
same time. Visit https://www.getmyfirstjob.co.uk/
Apprenticeships/DegreeApprenticeships.aspx for 
more info.

Thinking of studying overseas?
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/alternatives-
higher-education/studying-overseas

http://ukcareers.ey.com/parents
http://icould.com/buzz
https://university.which.co.uk/advice/a-level-choices
https://university.which.co.uk/advice/a-level-choices/six-things-you-need-to-know-before-making-your-a-level-choices
https://university.which.co.uk/advice/a-level-choices/six-things-you-need-to-know-before-making-your-a-level-choices
http://www.thescholarshiphub.org.uk/degree-apprenticeships/guide/overview
http://www.thescholarshiphub.org.uk/degree-apprenticeships/guide/overview
http://www-05.ibm.com/employment/uk-en/school.html?=startyourjourney
http://www-05.ibm.com/employment/uk-en/school.html?=startyourjourney
http://www-05.ibm.com/employment/uk-en/school.html?=startyourjourney
https://www.getmyfirstjob.co.uk/Apprenticeships/DegreeApprenticeships.aspx
https://www.getmyfirstjob.co.uk/Apprenticeships/DegreeApprenticeships.aspx
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/alternatives-higher-education/studying-overseas
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/alternatives-higher-education/studying-overseas


Online Careers Tools

Get in touch...     t: 01926 425127 ext. 257    e: careers@kingsleyschool.co.uk          @careerskingsley
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Parents, don’t forget to follow me on Twitter for up to date happenings in the Careers world!                  
               Mrs Bennett, Careers Coordinator

The Getting into Uni Guide 
From respected source Which?

Informed Choices    
A Russell Group guide to making decisions about post-16 education. 

Moving On Magazine  
Advice and guidance plus the ‘careerometer’ to find out how much you could 
earn!  Paper copies available in the LRC also. 

The Employability Question: A Parent’s Guide 
A useful resource from our colleagues at Inspiring Futures. 

Your Daughter’s Future: A Toolkit for Parents 
A guide for parents covering various topics and guidance for different age 
groups.

The Student Career Guide 
An online booklet covering work experience, sector profiles and graduate 
schemes. This is aimed more at sixth formers. 

Careers of the Future  
A guide on career choices, assisting young people to help make decisions for 
the future.

The Times Top 100 Graduate Employers 2016-2017 
A list published in The Times.

The Graduate Market in 2017  
Annual review of graduate vacanices and starting salaries at Britain’s leading 
employers.

Top Tips for Parents
• Careers education is as much about inspiration as it is advice.
• Start those early conversations at home, be curious and keep an open mind.
• Praise their strengths and qualities, not just academic, but their perseverance,  
  determination, kindness etc.
• Help them to find out what they are passionate about, be that sport, music,  
  cooking etc.
• Encourage them to find out about different opportunities, speak to different  
   people.
• Consider ‘plan Bs’.
• Attend events, e.g. The Skills Show, The Big Bang Science Fair (spring term),  
  open days at universities, summer school opportunities.
• If you feel it is helpful, explore other routes outside of school that could  
   enhance their skillset, e.g. FutureLearn courses.
• Encourage work experience and volunteering.

September sees the annual publication 
of ‘The Sunday Times Good University 
Guide’. You may have seen in the press a 
new framework called the TEF (Teaching 
Excellence Framework) which is awarding 
universities Gold/Silver/Bronze ratings.  Did 
you know that CU Coventry scored Gold 
in the TEF?  

Find out more here: https://www.
thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/
universities/choosing-the-right-university/
teaching-excellence-framework-(tef) 

League Tables

Diary Dates
The Skills Show, at the NEC,  
16-18th November  
Book your free tickets here: https://www.
worldskillsuk.org/the-skills-show 

USA College Day, London,  
29-30th September. 
Free if you register in advance:  
http://www.fulbright.org.uk/events
  
Monthly ‘Explore with the Experts’ 
launching in the LRC 28th September  
A fantastic opportunity to open the 
girls’ eyes to different careers/sectors 
and hear about visitors’ personal career 
journeys.  Speakers lined up from various 
sectors starting with digital media, then 
construction, gaming, law, medical, armed 
forces and more!  Girls will be informed in 
school who is visiting each month.

Want specific career 
information? 

Use these handy ‘how to become…’ 
guides from https://successatschool.
org/advice/how-to-becomehttps://
targetcareers.co.uk/parents-and-
teachers/313443-resource-zone
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